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To:

County Staff

From: Andrew S. McKinnon, Director
Human Resources and Labor Relations
Date:

January 19, 2022

Re:

Andrea Szalkowski

We dread sending these notices, especially now as there is already so much
strife and sadness in the world. However, I regret to inform you that
Macomb County has lost a dear friend, colleague and co-worker. More
importantly a family has lost a mother, wife, sister and more, Andrea
Szalkowski.
Many of you may have known Andrea as a teacher in the Head Start Program, others of you may
have known her as the wife of Deputy Anthony Szalkowski, still others of you may have known
her as the Sister of Sheila Cote’ at the Office of Senior Services. From what you will read shortly,
she probably liked to mostly be known as Marc, Andrew, Anna Kate, and Danny's mom. That’s a
lot of reach for someone who was far too young to pass, not to mention the hundreds and likely
thousands of little lives she touched as a teacher for over 25 years.
Andrea’s sister Sheila authored the following tribute to her:

We are devastated by the loss of our kind, loving, gentle Andrea. She was my lifelong
friend and I cannot imagine what life will be like without her.
Andrea loved children and teaching was her life passion. She would often share stories of
cute things her students said or did. She truly found joy in her work with children. She
provided security and nurturing to those children who were struggling with behavior issues
or an unstable home environment. Her impact in the lives of children she taught was farreaching and beyond the confinement of the classroom. Andrea cared a great deal for her
co-workers and developed friendships with them over the years.
She devoted her life to her family. She married her high school sweetheart, Tony. They
enjoyed an active life together centered around their children. She was an incredible
mother and raised 4 of the most amazing children-Marc, Andrew, Anna Kate and
Danny. They are a symbol of her kindness, compassion, wisdom and love – a living
message she has left for us.
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What kind, sweet and loving words. If anyone ever wrote about me the way that Sheila wrote
about her niece and nephews, I don’t think I could speak for days without choking up. Andrea
clearly left her mark and such a loss will be felt deeply and for a long time. Funeral arrangements
can be found by clicking here
Please keep Anthony, Marc, Andrew, Anna Kate, Danny, Sheila and their extended family and
friends in your thoughts and prayers. Please also remember that we provide confidential no-cost
support through our Employee Assistance Program ("EAP") and it can be accessed by dialing 1888-333-6269. Additional EAP information is also attached below.
I hope you all have a safe and peaceful rest of your week.
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